
CHRISTMAS
READINGS &

PRAYERS

MEMPHIS TEACHER RESIDENCY

We offer you these Christmas Readings & Prayers for
encouragement during this holiday season and time away

from school. These past two years have been extremely
difficult for all--with particular challenges for teachers and

students. The stress of Covid, on top of the normal
responsibilities of teaching in high-need schools, has

created a time of unusual turmoil for educators. And still,
in this dark time, Jesus remains the light of the world, God
with us, who offers hope and healing--particularly to those
who recognize their need and turn to him for help. While
there are many resources that aid a teacher, we believe
those of the Christian faith are the deepest and longest-

lasting. I hope the scriptures, readings, and prayers shared
over these two weeks of our school break will provide

some help. I’m particularly hopeful that a community of
people, MTR staff, teachers, and friends, will join together

in this way asking God to do through us what we could not
do without him, for nothing is impossible with God. I invite

you to engage between December 20th and January 1st,
alongside others in our MTR Family, as we read, reflect, and

pray for God to help us demonstrate Christian love
expressed in equal education.

 
-David Montague

Dear Family and Friends,

Monday, December 20
Immanuel, God with Us

 

Tuesday, December 21
His Zeal Will Do This

 
Wednesday, December 22

Nothing is impossible
 

Thursday, December 23
For He Who is Mighty has
Done Great Things for Me

 
Friday, December 24

Mere Preaching is not Enough 
 

Saturday, December 25
Beginning with the Most

Vulnerable

Monday, December 27
By Another Way

 
Tuesday, December 28

By This, Part 1
 

Wednesday, December 29
By This, Part 2

 
Thursday, December 30

Suffering Servants
 

Friday, December 31
On Earth as it is

in Heaven
 

Saturday, January 1
We Have a Dream

Week 2Week 1



MONDAY, DECEMBER 20

13 For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in
my mother's womb. 14 I praise you, for I am fearfully and

wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; my soul knows it
very well. 15 My frame was not hidden from you, when I was
being made in secret, intricately woven in the depths of the

earth. 16 Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book
were written, every one of them, the days that were formed for
me, when as yet there was none of them. 17 How precious to me

are your thoughts, O God!

MTR Maturity
Beliefs About Students / Students as Image Bearers:

 
The teacher believes that students are people of value and

dignity because they are created in the image of God. Among
other verses, we take this idea from Psalm 139 that teaches us
that each child in every classroom is wonderfully made by our

Creator, seen and known by God, and therefore deserving of our
attention, respect, encouragement, and protection.

 
The Advent season also reminds us that another child, born not

simply from a mother’s womb - but from a virgin’s (and therefore
God himself), has come to be with us, and for us. This Jesus “born

in the dirt, sitting on the throne” (Chandler Moore) came on
Christmas Day (and will come again) to tell you that you have

value and dignity. Period. Apart from any performance or
appearance, effectiveness or observation, you are formed, seen,

known, and loved by the very Lord before whom one day all
nations will bow. And from this gracious abundant love, we can

live and teach with love and joy, peace and patience.

IMMANUEL,
GOD WITH US

Psalm 139:13-17

Reflection

Dear Jesus, thank you for your humility demonstrated in your
descent to show your glory to all and your love for me. Please help

me receive and appreciate this love. Lord, may your love fill me
completely. Help me to teach students with the same love with

which you have loved me. Amen.

Prayer

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin
shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel

(which means, God with us).

Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:23



TUESDAY, DECEMBER 21

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light
shone. 6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the
government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of his government and of

peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his
kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with

righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of
the Lord of hosts will do this.

The first President of the Czech Republic, Vaclav Havel said,
 

“Pursuit of the good life will not help humanity save itself, nor is
democracy alone enough...A turning to and seeking of God is
needed. The human race constantly forgets that they are not

God.”
Hidden Christmas, Tim Keller

 
And, MTR believes, in our world of education, neither can

humanity alone with all of her reforms, resources and residencies
fully bring about equal education-- nevertheless, there is hope!

Thankfully, a son has been given at Christmas who is also a King.
And through his power, his government can and will bring peace,
justice, and righteousness forevermore. The Christmas message

is a great reminder for us to look to God--and not simply to
ourselves--for justice and righteousness. One day, his zeal will do

it--completely. Until then, we align and work toward this vision
as both an expression of our worship of Him and in anticipation

of his zeal working now, among us, towards his coming peace on
earth.

HIS ZEAL
WILL DO THIS

Isaiah 9:2,6-7

Reflection

God Almighty, we know that our zeal, passions, and efforts alone
are never enough to solve the brokenness within which we live.

Wisdom is found in knowing that we need you. You alone can and
will bring everlasting peace and justice. Until then, please help MTR

demonstrate your character to our city through the pursuit of
quality and equal education. Amen.

Prayer



WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 22

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a
city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man
whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's
name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O

favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29 But she was greatly
troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting

this might be. 30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid,
Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will

conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his
name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the

Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his
father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever,

and of his kingdom there will be no end.”
 

34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a
virgin?” 35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will

come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow
you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of

God. 36 And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has
also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who
was called barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.”

38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be
to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.

What is the purpose of "Christian" in our Mission Statement,
Christian love expressed in equal education? Why don’t we just

say Love expressed in equal education? For one, “Christian”
points us back to the Christ story where we learn, like today, that
God’s story is a story of miracles and God-magic. Both a teenage
virgin and a barren wife could conceive and bear sons; prayers

were offered, heard, and acted upon. “Christian” begs the
question regarding God, “either he is or he ain’t.” And if he is,

then he is still today. And, he can do anything, absolutely
anything in and through you in your schools and for your

students, against all odds.

NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE
Luke 1:39-56

Reflection

Dear Lord, I believe that you are real and that you can do anything.
Nothing is impossible with you. But so often my work and my days
feel impossible, as though I am against all odds. Would you please

help me? Would you please send your Spirit to bring skill, patience,
care, endurance, understanding… so that I may work, teach and
lead with power for the benefit of students and for your glory?

Amen. 

Prayer



THURSDAY, DECEMBER 23

39 In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill
country, to a town in Judah, 40 and she entered the house of

Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 And when Elizabeth heard
the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth
was filled with the Holy Spirit, 42 and she exclaimed with a loud
cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of

your womb! 43 And why is this granted to me that the mother of
my Lord should come to me? 44 For behold, when the sound of
your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for

joy. 45 And blessed is she who believed that there would be a
fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord.” 46 And

Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, 47 and my spirit rejoices
in God my Savior, 48 for he has looked on the humble estate of

his servant. For behold, from now on all generations will call me
blessed; 49 for he who is mighty has done great things for me,

and holy is his name. 50 And his mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation. 51 He has shown strength with his

arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts;
52 he has brought down the mighty from their thrones and

exalted those of humble estate; 53 he has filled the hungry with
good things, and the rich he has sent away empty. 54 He has

helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 55 as he
spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his offspring forever.” 56
And Mary remained with her about three months and returned to

her home.

Christian love, in addition to reminding us that God can do
anything, most often does the “anything” through the most

unlikely of people. In a male-dominated culture, he chose to save
the world through a female, a very young and very poor female.

In our times of need, we often turn to the most culturally
powerful to work for us. God, however, often turns to the most

culturally weak, working within people and places the world
would not expect him to, at times like in your schools and

classrooms. In this way, he glorifies himself and honors and
dignifies the powerless. These ideas both turn our world upside
down. In your work, where weakness is common, both as a new
teacher or as a student, see yourself and your students as God

does: human beings seen and loved. God has, can, and may still
work to change all our lives, for His mercy and power are for

those who fear him. “He who is mighty has done great things for
me” is for you, and your students, as well.

FOR HE WHO IS MIGHTY
HAS DONE GREAT

THINGS FOR ME
Luke 1:39-56

Reflection

Jesus, your love is other-worldly. Nowhere else in all the world can I
find love like your love. It is a love that offers the entire world the
saving that it needs, beginning with the most vulnerable, weak,

and powerless. Lord, at times I see myself as vulnerable, weak, and
powerless. At times I know my students are vulnerable, weak, and
powerless. Please help me to see myself and my students as Mary

was seen: loved, favored, and filled with great potential. Amen.

Prayer



FRIDAY, DECEMBER 24

18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his
mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came

together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19
And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put

her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20 But as he
considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared
to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to

take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from
the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you shall call his name
Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took

place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 23
“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall
call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). 24 When

Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord
commanded him: he took his wife, 25 but knew her not until she

had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus.

John Piper says that “Christians care about all suffering,
especially eternal suffering.”

 
MTR believes alleviating eternal suffering is often a two-step

process recognizing that present-day suffering is a significant
barrier to one’s consideration of the great claims of Scripture.
One of those great claims is included in today’s reading, “you
shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their

sins.” Howard Thurman, the great spiritual leader of many in the
Civil Rights movement of the 1950-1960s, wrote in his book, Jesus

and the Disinherited:
 

“A [change] has to take place in the psyche of the disinherited
before the great claims of Jesus can be presented… Mere

preaching is not enough. What are words, however sacred and
powerful, in the presence of the grim facts of the daily struggle
to survive? Any attempt to [preach] that disregards the struggle

for survival [including education] is a compromise… It is only
when people live in an environment in which they are not

required to exert supreme effort into just keeping alive that they
seem to be able to select ends besides those of mere physical

survival.”
 

Similarly, Dr. King in his essay, Pilgrimage to Nonviolence said,
“Any religion that professes to be concerned about the souls of

men and is not concerned about the slums that damn them and…
the social conditions that cripple them is a spiritually moribund

religion awaiting burial.” Christian love expressed in equal
education is faith alive--a work of alleviating academic suffering,

and eternal suffering.

MERE PREACHING IS
NOT ENOUGH

Matthew 1:18-2:12

Reflection

Lord, thank you that you are a God that cares about all suffering.
You care so much that you have given your very life to end

suffering, forevermore. I want to join you in the alleviation of all
suffering, including academic suffering. Please raise up more

teachers to join the work of MTR so that we may continue to offer
kind, empathetic, dedicated, and effective teachers for our city.
Please give Memphis students greater opportunities and allow

them to thrive in all aspects of their lives. Amen.

Prayer



SATURDAY, DECEMBER 25

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all
the world should be registered. 2 This was the first registration

when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And all went to be
registered, each to his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up

from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of
David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house

and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed,
who was with child. 6 And while they were there, the time came

for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and
wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger,

because there was no place for them in the inn.
 

8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field,
keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the

Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said
to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy
that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in
the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will

be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling
cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and

saying,
14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those

with whom he is pleased!”
 

15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and

see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made
known to us.” 16 And they went with haste and found Mary and

Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17 And when they saw it,
they made known the saying that had been told them concerning

this child. 18 And all who heard it wondered at what the
shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things,

pondering them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it

had been told them.

The Advent story is one where God himself came into the world
to offer a solution--to meet our need for peace with God and with

others. It was, in a sense, a “common good”... an answer to the
question, How might I be saved? of which all are in need. And,

noteworthy, his appearance and offering came first to the least
likely, least powerful, least known… Mary, Joseph, shepherds,
Bethlehem--at night. That powerful Advent first impression

reminds us that God’s common good often does come first to the
most vulnerable. He uniquely sees and cares for the

marginalized. Be encouraged that in our work of Christian love
expressed in equal education, we also get to model this great
Advent theme of offering solutions, humbly and graciously, to

our great city, beginning first with the most vulnerable. And this
alignment to the story of God then brings new and great

meaning to our work--worship. And therefore, no day - no matter
how difficult--is a loss. Merry Christmas to you and your friends

and family on this day!

BEGINNING FIRST WITH
THE MOST VULNERABLE

Luke 2:1-20

Reflection

Lord, Please give me a vision of your greatness and glory. I invite
you to come into my life and have your way in me. Astound me in
ways so that I may be more and more in awe of you. Lord, please
come into my classroom and my work and do things through and

for me and my students that would not be believed unless I were a
witness to it myself. Have me and live and teach through me.

Amen. 

Prayer



MONDAY, DECEMBER 27

BY ANOTHER WAY
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of

Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east came to
Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the

Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship
him.” 3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all

Jerusalem with him; 4 and assembling all the chief priests and
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was
to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is

written by the prophet: 6 “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of
Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from

you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 7
Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained

from them what time the star had appeared. 8 And he sent them
to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and

when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come
and worship him.” 9 After listening to the king, they went on

their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose
went before them until it came to rest over the place where the
child was. 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly
with great joy. 11 And going into the house, they saw the child
with Mary, his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him.
Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and

frankincense and myrrh. 12 And being warned in a dream not to
return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another

way.

I’m encouraged by these last words, "after seeing Jesus, they
departed by another way." When the wise men met the living

God, face to face, their life and future and way were all radically
changed: their posture, their worship, their generosity. Their

entire lives took a turn--after seeing Jesus they literally returned
“another way.” When we meet the Savior of the world and come
into contact with his love, we’re changed. Our lives go another

way, marked by rejoicing with great joy. This “other way” is
evidence to the world that we obey a different King; we follow

another set of values. And even the trials of today cannot rob us
of this eternal joy we have in Christ. Christian love is a love that

is expressed in joy, worship, generosity, forgiveness,
reconciliation, and purpose--new ways--as we pursue quality and

equal education as a demonstration of our love for this King.

Luke 2:1-12

Reflection

Oh Lord, I can’t change myself. I need your help. Please help me
see Jesus for who he is. Open my heart, mind, and soul to you and

your Spirit. Please come into my life and take over. Grow me to be a
joyful, generous, worshipper of you. Help me, for the rest of my life,

to express my love for you in ways that bring glory to you, peace
and dignity to others, and to me. Amen.

Prayer



TUESDAY, DECEMBER 28

BY THIS, PART 1

Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his
hour had come to depart out of this world to the Father, having

loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 2
During supper, when the devil had already put it into the heart of
Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray him, 3 Jesus, knowing that
the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had

come from God and was going back to God, 4 rose from supper.
He laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it

around his waist. 5 Then he poured water into a basin and began
to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe them with the towel that

was wrapped around him... 31 When he [Judas] had gone out,
Jesus said... A new commandment I give to you, that you love one

another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one
another. 35 By this all people will know that you are my disciples,

if you have love for one another.”

The short MTR mission statement is Christian love expressed in
equal education. For the next two days, we will turn to the Civil
Rights movement of the mid-20th century for our reflection on

Jesus’ command to love. That movement was one primarily led by
the church and the concept of Christian love was most often

expressed through nonviolence. Dr. King described it this way:
 

“From the beginning, a basic philosophy guided the movement.
This guiding principle has since been referred to as nonviolent

resistance. But in the first days of the protest, none of these
expressions was mentioned: the phrase most often heard was
'Christian love.' It was the Sermon on the Mount rather than a

doctrine of passive resistance that initially inspired the Negroes
of Montgomery to dignified social action. It was Jesus of

Nazareth that stirred the Negroes to protest with the creative
weapon of love.”

An Experiment in Love
 

In fact, the leaders of the movement had six principles of
Christian love and nonviolence in which they would train citizens

prior to demonstrations. Today and tomorrow we will review
these powerful principles to help us define and imagine how to

live and teach with Christian love:

John 13:1-5; 31,35

Reflection

Lord, thank you for reminding me this Advent of your great and
costly love for me. And thank you for the opportunity to

demonstrate this same love for others. Please fill me with your
Spirit and give me the power to love students, families, and

leaders, as I have been loved by you. Receive this love as an act of
worship to you and service to others. Amen.

Prayer

PRINCIPLE 1
Christian love is a way of life for courageous, not weak, people.

It is active nonviolent resistance to evil.
 

PRINCIPLE 2
Christian love seeks to win friendship and understanding.

The end result of nonviolence is redemption and reconciliation,
not retaliation or revenge. The purpose of nonviolence is the
creation of the Beloved Community: the coming Kingdom of

Heaven.
 

PRINCIPLE 3
Christian love seeks to defeat injustice, not people.

Christian love recognizes that the “other” is also a victim of evil.
The nonviolent resister seeks to defeat evil, not people.



WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 29

BY THIS, PART 2

 8 By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so
prove to be my disciples. 9 As the Father has loved me, so have I
loved you. Abide in my love. 10 If you keep my commandments,

you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's
commandments and abide in his love. 11 These things I have

spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may
be full. 12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another

as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this, that
someone lay down his life for his friends. 14 You are my friends if
you do what I command you. 15 No longer do I call you servants,

for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I
have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I
have made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose

you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that
your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in

my name, he may give it to you. 17 These things I command you,
so that you will love one another.

The long version of our mission statement begins with, “As a
response to the gospel mandate to love our neighbors as

ourselves…” We return to the final three principles of Christian
love and nonviolence to give more leadership to the idea of

Christian love in action: 

John 15:8-17

Reflection

Jesus, it is so difficult to love people. It is impossible for me to love
as you have loved. Please fill me in ways that give the desire to love
you through loving others. Help me to choose love over hate. Help
to bless instead of shame or curse. And help me to know that all of
my work--whether or not I see any benefit--is important, valuable,

and not in vain. It points people to you and your love. Amen.

Prayer

34 But when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the
Sadducees, they gathered together. 35 And one of them, a

lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 36 “Teacher, which is
the great commandment in the Law?” 37 And he said to him,

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all
your soul and with all your mind. 38 This is the great and first
commandment. 39 And a second is like it: You shall love your

neighbor as yourself. 40 On these two commandments depend all
the Law and the Prophets.”

Matthew 22:34-39

PRINCIPLE 4
 Christian love holds that suffering for a cause can educate and

transform people and societies.
Undeserved suffering for a cause is redemptive. Jesus’ suffering

offers us redemption. It has tremendous transforming
possibilities as it educates and awakens onlookers to the cause.

 
PRINCIPLE 5

Christian love chooses love instead of hate.
Christian love loves the “other,” not because they are lovable or

even likable, but because God loves them. 
 

PRINCIPLE 6
Christian love believes that the universe is on the side of justice.
The nonviolent resister has deep faith that justice will eventually

win, and will last forever. Therefore, all work toward Biblical
justice is never in vain.



THURSDAY, DECEMBER 30

SUFFERING SERVANTS

These are the words of the letter that Jeremiah the prophet sent
from Jerusalem to the surviving elders of the exiles, and to the

priests, the prophets, and all the people, whom Nebuchadnezzar
had taken into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon. 2 This was after
King Jeconiah and the queen mother, the eunuchs, the officials
of Judah and Jerusalem, the craftsmen, and the metal workers

had departed from Jerusalem. 3 The letter was sent by the hand
of Elasah the son of Shaphan and Gemariah the son of Hilkiah,

whom Zedekiah king of Judah sent to Babylon to
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon. It said: 4 “Thus says the Lord of

hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I have sent into
exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: 5 Build houses and live in them;
plant gardens and eat their produce. 6 Take wives and have sons
and daughters; take wives for your sons, and give your daughters

in marriage, that they may bear sons and daughters; multiply
there, and do not decrease. 7 But seek the welfare of the city
where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the Lord on its

behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare.

How Should We Then Live? is a previously popular book by
Francis Schaeffer. It asks and offers advice on how the Christian
is to live in a diverse and pluralistic society. Does the Christian
retreat or engage? Jeremiah 29 seems to offer guidance. To a

Jewish people asking how to live exiled in a foreign and
religiously hostile land, God says “bless,” “work,” and “serve.”
Seek what is best for the city. Pray for it. Provide for it. But, to

seek what is good and right within cities (and schools) is often to
come face to face with injustice and oppression.

 
“The reason we have these systems that have distorted human

life, that create oppression, and that perpetuate injustice is that
people create those systems to build empires, to be powerful.

The presence in this world of people who are willing to suffer and
to bear the suffering in a redemptive way undermines and

unmasks the power of those idols and those oppressive systems
of injustice. The Christian role in the world as part of the

fulfillment of the suffering servant is to suffer. But the only way
you can bear that is if you don't bear it alone. You need

community. You need worship. Once you start really entering
into vulnerability, suddenly you need worship in a new way. It's

not just a nice thing Christians do on Sunday. it's the
replenishing of the wellsprings of our ability to go out into the

world and give ourselves away again. We need the spiritual
disciplines in our life of solitude, silence, fasting, prayer, as well
as feasting, rejoicing, celebrating, and those practices are what

equip us to be people who can suffer faithfully in the world.”
Andy Crouch

Jeremiah 29:1-7

Reflection

Dear Father, please help us. In our city, our students suffer. In our
efforts to be your people in our city, we suffer. We become

vulnerable, weak, and discouraged. Please give me friends, a
community, your word, and worship to replenish me with your

Spirit. So that I may live, lead, and teach faithfully from a place of
abundance. Amen.

Prayer



FRIDAY, DECEMBER 31

ON EARTH AS IT IS
IN HEAVEN

The Lord's Prayer
9 Pray then like this: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your

name. 10 Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is
in heaven. 11 Give us this day our daily bread, 12 and forgive us
our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 13 And lead us

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

The short Vision Statement of MTR is Restored communities
living with dignity and in peace. Advent gives us a wonderful

entry point to describing this vision. The Advent season reminds
us of Christ’s first coming, in a manger, about 2,000 years ago to
free us from our sins by his blood. Advent also reminds us of his

next coming, for a second and final time, when heaven will
descend to earth to form a restored and perfect community

known as the Kingdom of God. This is where God and his people
will live together, forever, in peace. And so, the MTR vision of

restored communities is not some longing to return to a past era
when things were better, which they weren’t. No, the restored

community that we name in our Vision Statement is the one we
know of and believe is real, but not yet seen in full--

until his next coming. Until then, we patiently endure. We live
and teach in ways that help make our homes, neighborhoods,
organizations, schools, and classrooms more like the peaceful,
dignified, just, new community of God that is trustworthy and

true. And coming soon.

Matthew 6:9-13

Reflection

Dear God, please help us. Would you please make your Spirit
available to our organization, staff, and teachers so that we may be
encouraged by your love to make our homes, offices, schools, and

classrooms more resemble the community you are restoring for us--
the Kingdom of Heaven--for your glory. Amen.

Prayer

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven
and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2

And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3

And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the
dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and

they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as
their God. 4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and
death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor
crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed

away.” 5 And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I
am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for

these words are trustworthy and true.”

Revelation 21:1-5a



SATURDAY, JANUARY 1

WE HAVE A DREAM

9 After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one
could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and

languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb,
clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10 and
crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who
sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 11 And all the angels were
standing around the throne and around the elders and the four
living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne
and worshiped God, 12 saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory and

wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to
our God forever and ever! Amen.”

In August 2013, The Commercial Appeal, in honor of the 50th
anniversary of Dr. King’s I Have a Dream speech, invited faith
leaders in Memphis to respond to the prompt: "What is your

dream today?" I found the following response particularly helpful
and encouraging, then and now, and I close our Christmas

Readings & Prayers with this grand vision:
 

“Every follower of Christ has a dream, a grand vision, of all things
made new under the gracious rule of Jesus Christ. We dream of a

revived Church that loves her Savior, worships Him with fervor,
reconciles across all human divisions, and effectively

demonstrates and proclaims His Lordship to the world. We dream
of a city and a society that has come to know and love Christ and
who intentionally build a civic life which honors God, protects the

weak and vulnerable, and promotes the common good. We
dream of a world in which every tribe and tongue has come to
know and serve our Creator and Redeemer and where Christ’s
Church is planted in every neighborhood and village. One Day,

we are told, He Himself will fulfill the Dream.”
Rev. Sandy Willson

 
MTR teachers, staff and supporters, be encouraged as we
promote the common good of education among the most

vulnerable of our city in 2022. Happy New Year!

Revelation 7:9-12

Reflection

O Lord, in your coming Kingdom you provide an inheritance that
fully meets my needs. Thank you, that in fullness and wholeness,
you provide a way for me to live and teach with a generous and

gracious heart…a giver. I cannot wait until that day when I may see
you, face to face. Until then, please help me to wait patiently in

love for you, others, and myself. And may your kingdom come on
earth as it is in heaven. Amen. 

Prayer

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as
crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2

through the middle of the street of the city; also, on either side of
the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its

fruit each month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of
the nations. 3 No longer will there be anything accursed, but the
throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will

worship him. 4 They will see his face, and his name will be on
their foreheads. 5 And night will be no more. They will need no

light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they
will reign forever and ever. 6 And he said to me, “These words are
trustworthy and true. And the Lord, the God of the spirits of the

prophets, has sent his angel to show his servants what must soon
take place.” 7 “And behold, I am coming soon. Blessed is the one

who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book.”

Revelation 22:1-7


